
The Holy Name of Jesus 2 (1/2/22) 

 In our time we have lost the significance of an individual’s name.  For us it’s just some 

word that marks our legal identity.  Maybe it is a name one held by a relative and so we have a 

connection to that individual, maybe is also more.  In the tradition of Christianity, we typically 

name individuals after saints.  This gives us an immediate identification with the body of the 

Church and with that saint and their “feast day”.  Mine was on December 26th, the feast day of 

St. Stephen the protomartyr, after whom I was named.  Increasingly people - even Catholics - 

have veered from this tradition and take names from Greek Mythology “Lyra,” they use names 

that represent lower creatures of nature “Juniper,” they select those that espouse qualities that are 

not necessarily in line with the virtues “Maverick,”  or they even invent names with no particular 

significance (a friend of mine named his twins K-Von and J-Von).  Names are increasingly 

lacking any significance in the minds of people. 

 The ancient (and even modern Orthodox and other) Jews saw the significance of names 

They leave out letters in writing, and do not pronounce aloud, the Divine name out of profound 

respect.  It is a laudable practice in our own Catholic tradition to bow one’s head slightly at the 

name of Jesus whenever it is heard.  The reverence and respect shown to the name is not because 

of any magical incantation, but because of the respect for the one who bears that name.  In this 

name is power, because in the person of Jesus there is power. 

 In today’s lesson we heard Peter say that a man has been healed by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  This is not to say that invoking the name produces some magic, or certainly not 

that in invoking it we use any mystical power on our own part to achieve anything.  But rather, 

jut as you turn your head and attention when you hear your name being spoken, so too, Our Lord 

lends His attention to those who invoke His name in faith.  To invoke it in another way is to do 

dishonor to that name and to the Lord who bears it.  So significant is the respect due to names 

attached to God that when God gives 10 commandments - and only three of these relate directly 

to our duties to God - one of these is to respect the name and not use it in vein.  But if people of 

our time see names as simply markers of a person, almost like the impersonal identification 

number of a prisoner, then they will fail to see the profound importance of names, especially that 

of Jesus - and then fail to show it respect. 



 We heard in the Gospel the moment of Jesus’ official naming at His circumcision that 

would have occurred eight days after His birth.  As the rite that joins Him to the people of God 

and to the promises of the covenant are preformed He is named.  We have the same tradition in 

Baptism where at the moment that the individual is joined to the Body of the Church and 

becomes an heir to the New Covenant, their name is solemnly spoken and formally given to 

them.   In Jesus’ time, names had meanings and were chosen to relate to the person individually.  

Giving and changing of a name were used to communicate important truths.  Abram means 

“many” and it is expanded by God to Abraham meaning “father of many” when he receives the 

promise to be the father of many nations.  Jesus renames Simon “he has heard” to be Peter 

“Rock,” - now that he has heard the words of everlasting life Simon is formed as firm as rock - 

Our Lord then by a play on the name signifies that he is the “rock” upon which the church will 

be built.  For God, anyway, names are important.  The Holy Name of Jesus means “savior” - and 

that is what He is.  When we call out to that name we call out to our savior and ask that the 

meaning of that name be realized in our life.  We reverence His role as Savior of the world, we 

increase our faith in His power to save - and by this the power of God is made present. 

 The more we respect naming in general, the more we will see the significance of 

attaching ourselves to the family of believers through our name, and the more we see how a 

names imbue an individual with a sense of personhood that an identification number or a word 

like “moonbeam” cannot.  Only after this will we be able to bring ourselves to hold the most 

profound respect for the name which is above all other names.  We will venerate the name to 

which every knee shall bow and every tongue confess, the name which apostles and martyrs 

were honored to be persecuted for uttering - the name of our most blessed Lord Jesus Christ.  Let 

us open ourselves up to the power of that name to save.  As we approach the Lord in the 

Eucharist, let us say in our hearts “Lord Jesus Christ son of the living God, have mercy on me a 

sinner.”  To those who invoke the name in faith He will respond, for those who believe in the 

power of the one who holds that name He will act, to those who revere that name He will have 

mercy.


